
 
 

2018-2019 Biology Ms. Hollander 

Biology Syllabus 
Plainfield Academy Turnabout Program 

 
Teacher Information:  
Ms. Hollander 
Room 26 

Phone: 815-577-4003 ext. 6756 
Email: shollan1@psd202.org 

 
Course Information: 
Description: Biology is designed for students with a variety of skills and ability levels. It examines the 
following topics in depth: chemistry of life, the biosphere, populations, cell structure and function, DNA 
and inheritance, evolution, and classification. A significant emphasis is placed on scientific 
methodology (how we “do” science). Recurring themes include ecology, genetics, and evolution. 
Textbook: We will rarely, if ever, use a textbook in this course. Students will gain all necessary 
information to succeed by being present and engaged in daily class activities. If students would like 
additional information, I encourage students to use the internet and its wealth of information - I 
suggest YouTube channels like CrashCourse, Khan Academy, and The Science Classroom. 
Folders: Students will be provided with a folder that they may leave in the classroom. 

 
➔ Class Rules and Expectations: 

◆ Follow ALL Plainfield Academy and Turnabout Program rules 
◆ RESPECT - towards me, your classmates, our equipment, and yourself! 
◆ Be seated when the bell rings, working quietly on the bell ringer.  
◆ Stay seated until I dismiss you, which may not necessarily be when the bell rings! 
◆ Ask for help - I’m always happy to meet with you. I WANT you to succeed here! 
◆ Come ready for class; make sure you have all your materials and assignments ready 

and completed. 
◆ Listen to, and follow, instructions carefully! 
◆ RESPECT!!!!!!!! 

 
➔ How Your Grade is Earned: 

◆ Final Exam 20% 
◆ Tests and Quizzes 30% 
◆ Lab Reports 20% 
◆ Classwork/Homework 25% 
◆ Participation 5% 

 
➔ Grading Scale: 

A: 90-100% B: 80-89% C: 70-79% D: 60-69% F: less than 60% 
 

➔ Schedule: 
Helpful resources may be found on my teacher webpage on the Plainfield Academy website. I 
will post presentation notes, study guides, and reminders about upcoming tests and quizzes. 
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➔ Class Details 
◆ Bell Ringers 

When students come into class, there will be a question on the board to answer. Bell Ringer 
worksheets will be handed out on Monday and should be filled out throughout the week, to be 
turned in on Friday. Students should get answers from classmates when they are absent. 
Completed Bell Ringer sheets will be put in as a Classwork grade on Fridays. 

 
◆ Daily Participation 

Each day, students will be awarded up to 3 points for participation. +3 points for being actively 
engaged in the lesson, +2 points for being off task or earning a final warning for behavior, +1 
point for having head down in class, earning a referral, or otherwise being unproductive, and 
+0 points for unexcused absences. Extra credit (if given) typically goes into this category. 
 

◆ Homework 
95% of the time I am able to give students plenty of class time to work on assignments. 
Therefore, if class time is being used appropriately and effectively, students will not usually 
have homework. 
 

◆ Tests 
Tests are a combination of multiple choice and free-response calculations. The test is written 
by the district and supplemented with questions that I have written. Students will receive study 
guides at least three days in advance and all test days are preceded by a review day in class 
to go over the study guides and play review games. 
 

◆ Failing Notices 
If a student’s grade drops to a 69% or below (D and F grades) then a verbal notice will be 
given to the student and an email will be sent home that the student is close to or currently 
failing. I will do my best to work with the student on what can be done to bring the grade up. 

 
◆ Making up Work (Absences and Late Turn-Ins) 

- STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP MAKE UP WORK FROM ME!! 
- Excused absences: You will have the number of days you missed to make up everything for 
full credit.  
- Unexcused absences: You will have one week to makeup everything for up to 80% credit. 
The whole week is given to allow time to come in early for make up instruction, labs, or 
academic help. Do not depend on restitution time! 
- After the due date, assignments not turned in will be marked in the gradebook as a zero and 
are considered missing. Missing assignments can be turned in for partial credit up to one 
week after the original due date. Otherwise, the assignment will stay marked as a zero. 
- ALL late work must be done outside of class time, unless the current class material has been 
completed. If you need my assistance, you may make an appointment with me to come in 
before school. 
- Extenuating circumstances will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. 
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➔ Communication 
- Email: Email is the best way to contact me (shollan1@psd202.org) as I check my inbox 
frequently throughout the day. However, emails sent after 9 pm will likely not be responded to 
until the next morning. 
- Phone: I can be reached at (815) 577-4003 ext. 6756 from about 10:30 am - 12 noon most 
days. 
- Voicemail: You may leave me a voicemail at the above number at anytime, and I will call you 
back as soon as I can. 
 

➔ Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is defined as the practice of taking someone else’s work or ideas and passing them 
off as one’s own. Plagiarism is considered academic dishonesty and will not be tolerated. Any 
work deemed plagiarized will earn a zero and an email home. 

 
➔ Electronic Devices 

As the Plainfield Academy and Turnabout handbooks state, electronic devices are not 
permitted in the classroom. If they are heard or seen, the student will be asked to turn them in, 
and all devices turned in will be returned at the end of the day. Electronic devices include cell 
phones, music players, headphones, handheld games, etc. 

 
➔ Food and Drink 

THIS IS A CHANGE THIS YEAR - There will be no food or drink (except water) allowed in Ms. 
Hollander’s classroom. This is due to lab safety concerns and classroom cleanliness. 4th 
period is the exception - you may bring in a healthy snack for yourself to eat during the last 15 
minutes of class as long as work continues. You may not share food with any other 
students- You will be asked to turn the food in, and your refusal will earn you a referral. 

 
➔ Caveat: 

I reserve the right to make adjustments or changes to this syllabus throughout the school year, 
and will update students verbally. 
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Student Information: 
By signing below, I understand the rules and expectations, policies, and how my grade will be 
calculated for Ms. Hollander’s Biology Class for the academic year of 2018-2019. I promise to show 
respect at all times. 
 
Printed Student Name:_________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:_____________________________________ Date:___________________ 

 
 
Parent/Guardian Information: 
By signing below, I have read through all of this syllabus with my student and understand what is 
required of them in Ms. Hollander’s science class.  
 
Printed Parent/Guardian Name:_________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:______________________________________Date:____________ 
 
Parent Cell Phone Number:________________________Best time to call?________________ 
 
Parent email:___________________________________ 
 
Preferred method of contact? (circle one) Email Phone 

 
Please keep pages 1-3 of the syllabus for your records - just return the signed page. 


