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IND Algebra 1 Course Syllabus 2017-2018 
 

Required Texts 

SpringBoard Algebra 1 Consumable Student Edition  

*Please note that students will only receive 1 copy per academic year.  Students can access a PDF 

version on the following website: http://plainfieldcommunityconsolidatedil.springboardonline.org 

 

Required Materials 

 Graphing Calculator 

 Pencil with Eraser 

 Spiral Notebook 

 

 

Course Description 

In this course, students will learn the fundamental concepts needed for success in algebra. Students 

will learn mathematics through a blend of different types of activities. Some activities provide direct 

instruction, while others ask students to study real-world settings to learn math concepts and how 

they are used in daily life.  

 

Units of Study 

Semester 1 

 Equations, Inequalities 

 Functions 

 Extensions of Linear Concepts 

Semester 2 

 Exponents, Radicals, Polynomials 

 Quadratic Functions 

 Probability, Statistics 
 

Grading 

Course grades will not be based upon a total accumulation of points.  Instead, student grades will be 

determined based on the following weighted categories:  

Academy 

 Behavior (Weekly Progress Card) 

 Daily Coursework 

 Assessments 

 Final Exam 

 

33% 

33% 

24% 

10% 

TAP 

 Behavior (Weekly Progress Card) 

 Daily Coursework 

 Homework 

 Assessments 

 Final Exam 

 

20% 

40% 

5% 

25% 

10% 

Grading Scale: A=100 – 90; B=89 – 80; C=79 – 70; D=69 – 60; F=59 and below 

 

Classroom Expectations 

 Come to class prepared every day. 

 Be in your seat, ready to begin, when the bell rings… and stay seated until dismissed. 

 Respect yourself, others, and the classroom. 

 Raise your hand and wait to be called on if you have a response to a question, a question to ask, 

or a comment. 

 Be quiet and listen to what is being said when your teacher or any of your classmates are 

speaking. 

 Keep hall passes to a minimum. 

 Complete assignments and makeup work on time. 

 Inappropriate language, derogatory names or jokes, offensive gestures, and inappropriate 

comments will not be tolerated. 

http://plainfieldcommunityconsolidatedil.springboardonline.org/


The SpringBoard Program 

This program has been created with you in mind:  the content you need to learn, the tools to help 

you learn, and the critical thinking skills that help you build confidence in your own knowledge of 

mathematics.  The College Board publishes the SpringBoard program. It also publishes the 

PSAT/NMSQT, the SAT, and the Advanced Placement exams—all exams that you are likely to 

encounter in your student years. Preparing you to perform well on those exams and to develop the 

mathematics skills needed for high school success is the primary purpose of this program.  

 

Strategies for Learning Mathematics  

Some tools to help you learn are built into every activity. At the beginning of each activity, you will 

see suggested learning strategies. Each of these strategies is explained in full in the Resources section 

of your book. As you learn to use each strategy, you’ll have the opportunity to decide which 

strategies work best for you. Suggested learning strategies include:  

• Reading strategies, which help you learn to look at problem descriptions in different ways, from 

marking the text to highlight key information to turning problem information into questions that 

help you break the problem down into its separate parts.  

• Writing strategies, which help you focus on your purpose for writing and what you’re writing 

about.  

• Problem-solving strategies, which give you multiple ways to approach the problem, from 

learning to identify the tasks within a problem to looking for patterns or working backward to see 

how the problem is set up.  

• Collaborative strategies, which you’ll use with your classmates to explore concepts and problems 

in group discussions and working with partners.  

 

Building Mathematics Knowledge and Skills  

Whether it is mathematics or sports or cooking, one way we learn something really well is by practice 

and repetition. To help you learn mathematics, the SpringBoard program is built around problem 

solving, reasoning and justification, communication, connections between concepts and ideas, and 

visual representation of mathematical concepts.  

• Problem Solving Many of the problems in this book are based on real-life situations that require 

you to analyze the situation and the information in the problem, make decisions, determine the 

strategies you’ll use to solve the problem, and justify your solution. Having a real-world focus 

helps you see how mathematics is used in everyday life.  

• Reasoning and Justification One part of learning mathematics, or any subject, is learning not only 

how to solve problems but also why you solved them the way you did. You will have many 

opportunities to predict possible solutions and then to verify solutions. You will be asked to explain 

the reasoning behind how you solved the problem, the mathematics concepts involved, and 

why your approach was appropriate for solving the problem.  

• Communication When learning a language, saying words out loud helps you learn to pronounce 

the words and to remember them. Communicating about mathematics, orally and in writing, 

with your classmates and teachers helps you organize your learning and explain mathematics 

concepts and problem solving strategies more precisely. Sharing your ideas and thoughts allows 

you and your classmates to build on each other’s ideas and expand your own understanding.  

• Mathematics Connections As you study mathematics, you will learn many different concepts and 

ways of solving problems. Reading the problem descriptions will take you into the real-life 

applications of mathematics. As you develop your mathematics knowledge, you will see the 

many connections between mathematics concepts and between mathematics and your own 

life. 

• Representations Artists create representations through drawings and paintings. In mathematics, 

representations can take many forms, such as numeric, verbal, graphic, or symbolic. In this 

course, you are encouraged to use representations to organize problem information, present 

possible solutions, and communicate your reasoning. Creating representations is a tool you can 

use to gain understanding of concepts and communicate that understanding to others.  


