
 

English 1 Syllabus         
2018-2019 Semester 1 

 
Teacher: Mrs. Oganeku   Course: English 1                      Email: Koganeku@psd202.org  

Phone #: (815) 577-4003 ext. 6487 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The purpose of this course is to foster a sense of owned literacy, develop critical thinking skills, 

integrate and expound on students’ previous literacy education, and establish a contextual 

understanding of the interrelatedness of literature, culture, and the social order.  The focus of study 

in each unit formation is to understand the theme of “Individual versus Society” as well as the 

author’s role and relationship to the creation of each piece.  In each unit these areas of study will be 

explored utilizing composition, research and position papers, vocabulary, essays, novels and 

novellas, drama, short stories and basic grammar skills. 

MATERIALS NEEDED  

Every day students will be required to bring the following: 

- Composition notebook 

- Pens/pencils 

- Reading material (OUTCOME A: Of Mice and Men, OUTCOME B: Romeo and Juliet)  

 

EXPECTATIONS  

Academic Expectations Social Expectations 

• Read, write, listen and speak for effective 
communication.    

• Use technology and other sources to 
gather, analyze, interpret and synthesize 
information effectively. 

• Demonstrate problem-solving and 
critical thinking skills.  
 

• Demonstrate respect for themselves, 
others, diversity, and property.                

• Demonstrate punctuality and 
preparedness. 

• Demonstrate honesty, integrity and 
personal responsibility.                

 

 

Classroom Policies:  

1. Especially because of the personal nature of writing and discussion, students will be respectful to 

one another and themselves at all times.  Derogatory statements including racism, sexism, religious 

and cultural intolerance, and otherwise intentionally hurtful comments will not be tolerated. 

2. Observe the Classroom Rules and Expectations on a daily basis. 

3. All essays must be word processed and in MLA format.   

4. There will be numerous reading assignments for this class and your success relies on the 

completion of these assignments and any additional homework. 

 * Failure to follow any of the above policies will result in a consequence proportional to the incident.   
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CELLPHONES 

- Keep cell phones, mP3 Players, iPods, iPads, or other electronic devices out of the classroom. 
o This means no taking snaps (ShapChat), no Facebook messaging, or taking pictures. If you are 

caught using your phone you will be asked to turn your phone in. If you refuse, you will earn an 
automatic referral.  

o No music will be allowed to be played – either from your phone or the laptops/computers. If you 
are playing music, you will earn an automatic referral.  

 
FOOD/DRINK  
- Do not bring in any food or drink (4th period is the exception. You can bring in a water bottle). 
o 4th Period Snacks: You can bring in a snack during 4th period. This is YOUR snack. There will be no snack 

sharing – if you forgot a snack you can purchase crackers and/or a water bottle from Mrs. Klezdik during 
PASSING PERIOD ONLY (not during class as Mrs. Kledzik is teaching)  

o NO sharing of food will be allowed. You can only bring in food for yourself during snack time. Sharing of 
food will result in loss of your snack, if you refuse you will earn a referral.  
  

BATHROOM BREAKS 
- Only one student can use the restroom at a time. If another student from another class is in the restroom, you will 

have to wait. Excessive use of the restroom can result in a bathroom escort or set times to use the restroom. If you 
are in the restroom for 10 minutes you will receive a class-cut.  

 
DRUG and GANG TALK/DRESS CODE/INNAPROPRIATE COMMENTS 
- Any drug and gang references will result in an automatic referral. Dress code must follow district policy – this 

means no inappropriate clothing or clothing with references to weapons, drugs, or gangs. In addition, any sexual 
comments, racist comments, or any inappropriate comments will result in an automatic referral.  

 

GRADING  

Student’s grades will consist of the following categories and percentages: Final grade will be an 

accumulation of the follow categories 

Final Exam 20% 
Assessments: Essays, Tests, Benchmarks  20% 
Classwork: Questions, Worksheets, etc. 20% 
Quizzes 10% 
Homework 10% 
Bell Ringers: Grammar Exercises, Journals  10%  
Participation  10%  

 
100% - 90% = A  89%-80% = B  79%-70% = C  69%-60% = D   59%-0% = F 

 

** If a student plagiarizes or copies any assignment from another student or the internet, the student 

will receive a ZERO. Students will NOT be able to make up these assignments.  

 
ABSENCE POLICY: You are responsible for anything that you miss. If you are absent, it is 
your responsibility to seek out missing work from a classmate or your teacher(s) upon 
your return. I will not hunt you down to give you your missing work. If you have missed a 
quiz or test, you will be required to come in during restitution to make-up the quiz/test. 
 
Late Work Policy: Students are expected to turn in all homework on time. All assignments are valuable; they 
prepare students for skill-based outcome assessments and provide feedback to the teachers and parents about 
student understanding. In the case that a student cannot complete the work on time, he or she is still expected 
to finish and turn in the assignment thoroughly to represent the best of his or her ability. In addition, some 
assignments may not be accepted late if the answers have already been provided, graded work has already been 
returned to classmates, or the unit has already ended. Please communicate if help is needed or if special 
circumstances arise. 

 



Homework: If a student is caught cheating on a homework assignment, he or she may receive a 0% on 
the assignment and follow the above discipline consequences. Make-up work will not be given.  
 
Papers/Projects: All papers must be typed and printed. Papers should be formatted in MLA 

Format, 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, 1” margins, and have a MLA Formatted 

Heading. If papers are not printed out before class, they must be emailed to the teacher before class 

begins. No handwritten essays will be accepted. Projects must be completed and turned in at the 

beginning of class on their due dates. Each day the project is late, points will be taken off.  

Daily Assignments: Daily assignments are your responsibility. If you miss a daily assignment due 

to being absent, you must complete it during your own time. If you miss a journal prompt, you will 

be required to come in during Restitution to make up the journal prompt.  

 
Skills 

Students will be able to… 

• Write a properly referenced, research-based, essay utilizing the MLA format. 

• Grammar: Identify the eight parts of speech, identify prepositional phrases (adj. and adv.) 

and comprehend and utilize correct punctuation. 

• Read and comprehend grade level literature in various formats. 

• Listen actively to instructor and classmates. 

• Speak clearly while expressing their thoughts, questions, and opinions on various topics 

covered in and out of class. 

• Think and respond critically in regards to literature, the visual and performing arts, and other 
forms of media. 

• Constructively manage personal and group activities as a function of the classroom setting. 

• Apply the knowledge of the core theme, man versus society, to the various texts and media 

utilized in class. 

 

Outline of Semester 1 

The following is a general outline of the semester that may be adjusted at any time per teacher discretion.  

 

OUTCOME A: 

Of Mice and Men: Reading, analysis and comprehension questions, quizzes, tests, essays 

Benchmark 1: Reading of texts and answering multiple choice questions 

Benchmark 2: Theme Analysis Essay 

Grammar, Punctuation and Mechanics  

OUTCOME B:  

Romeo and Juliet: Reading, analysis and comprehension questions, quizzes, tests, essays 

Benchmark 1: Reading of texts and answering multiple choice questions 

Benchmark 2: Writing an extended response analyzing theme using multiple pieces of evidences 

Grammar, Punctuation and Mechanics 

Final for Semester 1 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Parents:  

 

Please review this syllabus with your child and then sign below. If you need to reach me at any time, 

feel free to email me at koganeku@psd202.org or call me at (815) 577-4003 ext. 6487. 

 

__________________  _____________________ __________________ 

       Student Signature    Parent Signature                 Email 

 

          __________________ 

Phone # 

 

__________________  _____________________ Call____or____Email__ 

       Student Name (Print)   Parent Name (Print)             Communication Preference  

           (Circle One) 

 

 

Required Materials:  

Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck 

Romeo and Juliet – Shakespeare  

Composition Notebook  
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